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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the process of nursing students’ relationship formation
with children during pediatric nursing training. A comparative analysis was performed using semi-
structured interviews administered to 10 third-year nursing college students who had completed
their pediatric nursing training. The relationship between students and children was expressed as
a “chaotic fluctuation”. At times, students’ concentration wavered and they had to consciously look
within themselves to “face the children”. This allowed them to focus on the children and respond
appropriately. In addition, students gained a sense of “directed involvement” with children and
families and a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment trough “the response of involvement”.
Results suggest that a combination of understanding and building relationships with children allows
for nursing students to face themselves to a greater degree than solely an understanding of children

who are recipients of care.
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