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Abstract

Purpose/Method : To clarify the role behaviors of generalist nurses in the middle of their careers
and the factors that influence them using qualitative and descriptive analysis of a semi-structured
interview survey of 20 nurses.

Results : Three categories of role behaviors of mid-term career generalist nurses were obtained -
"Outstanding Practice" regarding patient care and coordination between medical specialists, "Self-
Expansion" through acquisition of the strengths of affiliated medical departments and self-education,
and "Education of Staff' through education and training grounded in basics and adapted for the
individuals being taught.

Regarding the factors that affect their role specific behaviors, 11 categories were obtained:
"Assignment of Roles," "Peripheral Support," "Presence of Models," "Approval of Others," "Nursing
Outlook," "Learning Opportunities," "Child Raising," "Workplace Culture," "Workplace Transfers,"
"Acquisition of Qualifications," and "Sense of Reward/Satisfaction."

Discussion : Role behavior is generally consistent with the concept of clinical ability for the
“Generalist standard clinical ladder” (Level IV) (Japanese Nursing Association), suggesting that it
can be used to evaluate the role behavior of generalist nurses in the mid-term of their careers.
"Acquisition of Qualifications" was different from the rest because qualifications, certifications, and
degrees, are granted by the medical academy, and they are considered as indicators of continuing

education for generalist nurses.
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