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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify nursing college instructors’ interactions with students
with neurodevelopmental disorders and the difficulties involved in such interactions, in order to
examine ways to improve support. A questionnaire was completed by 39 participants in order to
assess Instructors’ knowledge, support, and ways of interacting with students with
neurodevelopmental disorders. With regard to “difficulties experienced when interacting with
students who had neurodevelopmental disorders,” significant differences between experiences
during lectures and during practical training were observed in: “the students tend to miss
instructions,” and “the students are stubbornly particular and are not good at expressing
comprehension or understanding toward others’ beliefs.” In addition, the questions most often
answered incorrectly among the items evaluating knowledge of neurodevelopmental disorders were:
“people with learning disabilities have difficulties in social interaction,” and “autism makes
nonverbal communication, such as physical gestures, difficult.” Overall, the results indicated
difficulty on the part of instructors in gaining awareness of the behavioral traits of students with
neurodevelopmental disorders, clarifying in particular, the impact on instruction during practical
training. Thus, it is important for instructors to build support systems for students with
neurodevelopmental disorders, and to adjust learning environments in ways to promote mindfulness

and cooperation among all students.

55



