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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the involvement of nurses with crying toddlers during short-term
hospitalization. Four educational themes were extracted from the results of this study according to
the method based on the theory of transcultural nursing by Leininger (1992/1995). In addition, an
overall major theme extracted by this study revealed that nurses should pay attention to crying as
it is a sign that the toddler is giving concerning his or her symptoms and anxiety, and that nurses
should try to determine the cause of crying and be aware of their proximity to the child so that the
child will not continue to cry. It is difficult for toddlers to communicate their pain and anxiety in
words and it is therefore important to immediately determine the cause of crying by using all five
senses. This study suggests that it is important to include the identification process of crying using

the five senses in the curriculum of nursing education.
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