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Abstract

The phrase “philosophy of nursing” has been used in nursing education and nursing practice
without clear definition. The purpose of this research was to analyze and clarify the concept of
“philosophy of nursing.” The concept analysis was based on Rodgers’s method: a coding sheet was
created and then descriptions of the attributes of concept, antecedents, and consequences were
extracted. We searched the literature and chose 66 reports pursuing “philosophy of nursing” as a
target of analysis out of 466 reports. The results of the analysis were as follows. As attributes, we
obtained “self-insight in nursing” and “having an action guideline in place in the case of specialist
nurses;” as antecedents, “having a broad perspective on one's nursing work',” “interfacing with
patients,” and “improvement of the inquiring mind;” and for consequences, “improvement of quality
of nursing” and “establishment of an occupational identity.” From these results, we were able to
define the philosophy of nursing as “a sense of value that nurses can obtain from self-insight toward
nursing to guide their professional actions by interfacing with patients and having a broad view of

their work.”
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