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Abstract

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with adult survivors of childhood cancer, aiming to
investigate their perceptions of life and obtaining employment toward reintegration into society.
Data was analyzed using qualitative inductive research method.

Participants were 10 unmarried male survivors in their 20s and 30s. Two participants had a
solid tumor and eight participants had blood cancer during childhood. All participants were
employed, although three of them received discriminatory treatment during the job interview and
other related situations. Participants had worked in the following types of occupations: commercial
recreational and related service industry (n = 7), manufacturing (n = 5), medical/health care/welfare
(n = 5), hospitality and catering industry (n = 4), public service (n = 3), agriculture (n = 2),
information/communication (n = 1), transport (n = 1), wholesale/retail (n = 1), finance/insurance (n
= 1), and education/learning support (n = 1). Thoroughly reading the participant responses yielded

the following eight categories in employment condition: “life under medical treatment,” “life after

” « ”»” o« ”»”

return to school,” “present life,” “choosing a career,” “employment-seeking activities,” “changes in

»” «

occupation,” “maintaining employment,” and “request to society.”

The findings showed that employment among childhood cancer survivors is closely related to
maintaining health, acquiring professional skills or qualifications useful for seeking employment,
and understanding the workplace, peers, and other factors. Additionally, these survivors requested
support to maintain and improve their physical strength. Therefore, it was suggested that nurses
should focus on providing support for childhood cancer survivors to meet their individual needs in

multidisciplinary collaboration.

62





